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Introduction
As a society, we are increasingly aware of the psychological and physical benefi ts provided by open 

space and recreation. It is the Delhi Charter Township Parks and Recreation Department’s primary 

goal to actively promote these benefi ts for the public well-being in the form of providing and 

developing recreational areas and activities. In doing this, the Parks and Recreation Department 

increases the township’s livability and quality of life. However, there are many issues to consider 

when planning for these recreational areas and opportunities. This plan intends to be the guiding 

document for the promotion of these recreational opportunities in Delhi Charter Township.

As ongoing health studies show, our society is becoming more conscious of healthy living and the 

opportunities that recreation provides to promote healthy lifestyles and improve our quality of 

life. Health studies also refl ect the alarming need for increased physical activity for people of all 

ages in order to achieve these healthier lifestyles. Finally, improvement of a community’s quality 

of life through recreation also has the potential to bett er the local economy by drawing new 

business opportunities to the area. Studies have shown that businesses are drawn to communities 

that provide quality lifestyles for prospective employees.

Therefore, it is important to project the future parks and recreation needs of Delhi Charter 

Township to ensure the availability of open space and recreation opportunities. To address these 

issues and opportunities, it is important for the Parks and Recreation Department to produce a 

plan to guide the decision-making process. When implemented, this plan will provide quality 

parks and recreation programs and facilities for the township.

Purpose
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources requires community parks and recreation plans 

to be updated every fi ve years as criteria to receive funding from the State in the form of grants 

for park and open space acquisition, park development, and improvements to existing parks. The 

purpose of this procedure is to provide an opportunity to include changing needs and assets for the 

community. This Community Park and Recreation Plan was developed by analyzing an inventory of 

issues and physical features for the area and tailoring the development of the recreation programs 

and facilities in a systematic manner, or plan, through the next fi ve years.
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Scope
The Community Parks and Recreation Plan for Delhi Charter Township inventories existing 

parks and recreation programs, and determines the needs for neighborhood parks, supporting 

facilities, trailway/greenway systems, and recreation programs for the next fi ve years. The plan’s 

recommendations are a result of the analysis of demographic projections, township land-use 

trends, natural features inventory, citizen input, past and future recreational trends, state and 

federal grant-funding requirements, and potential land acquisition opportunities.

Collaboration
In the past, the Parks and Recreation Department has collaborated with other departments and 

organizations within the township, and it intends to continue to do so into the future. One of 

the successful inter-departmental collaboration projects has been the development of the 

non-motorized transportation system, which was planned and implemented by the Planning 

Department, and operated and maintained by the Parks and Recreation Department. 

The Parks and Recreation Department works to facilitate community-planned events. Other 

community groups such as the Kiwanis Club of Holt, Friends of the Delhi Trails, the Holt-Delhi 

Historical Society, and the Holt Farmers’ Market play signifi cant roles in the parks system, 

fostering community engagement and awareness, and collaborating with the Parks and Recreation 

Department on programming and capital improvement projects.

Holt Public Schools also has a strong relationship with the Parks and Recreation Department, 

having maintained a long-standing programming, operation, and maintenance agreement to share 

resources and coordinate services. 

The Ingham County Sheriff ’s Department has been contracted to act as the township’s police force 

and to provide the Parks and Recreation Department with special event security.
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The 2025-2029 Delhi Charter Township Community Parks and Recreation Plan has been 

developed to serve as a guide and decision-making document for future recreation facilities and 

programs within Delhi Charter Township. This plan focuses on parks, trails, and natural areas.  

The plan includes an assessment of current facilities and programs, as well as the acquisition and 

development of new facilities and programs based on current and future anticipated demands.

Jurisdiction

Delhi Charter Township is located in Ingham County, Michigan.

The township is bordered by Nichols Road to the south, Waverly Road to the west, and College 

Road to the east. The northern boundary jogs along Jolly Road, Willoughby Road, and I-96. In 

total, Delhi Charter Township encompasses 28.5 square miles of land. Lansing, East Lansing, 

and Meridian Charter Township are a few of the larger municipalities within close vicinity of the 

township. 

LANSING

DELHI

INGHAM COUNTY

127

127

496
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Social Characteristics

City Population
According to the 2020 US census, the population of Delhi Charter Township was 27,710. This 

population was comprised of 11,784 households and 4,626 families. This represents a 7 percent 

increase from the population of 25,877 recorded during the 2010 census. 

Chart of Population Change 2010-2020
U.S. Census, 2000 & 2010

2010 2020 % Change
25,877 27,710 7%

Age Structure
Age characteristics are a useful demographic indicator for recreation planning purposes, as a 

community’s age composition helps determine the appropriate mix of needed recreation services 

and facilities. The types and location of recreation facilities and programs will depend, in part, 

upon the age structure of the population. The following table breaks down the various age groups, 

based on data from the 2020 Census.

Chart of Age Demographics

U.S. Census, 2010

Age Group Percent of Total 
Population Lifestyle Categories

Under 5 years 5.97% Pre-School
5 - 19 years 18.36% School Age

20 - 34 years 19.73% Emerging Workplace
35 - 49 years 20.78% Middle Age
50 - 64 years 19.66% Pre-retirement
65 and over 14.90% Seniors

The largest age category, representing over 20 percent of the population in the township, contains 

those between the ages of 35 and 49. The senior citizen population represents 14.90 percent, 

and this age group is expected to grow in size as the “baby boomer” generation matures and 

improvements in medical technology help people live longer.
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The selected lifestyle categories and the intervals that they represent include: pre-school (0 to 

4), school (5 to 19), emerging workplace (20-34), middle age (35-49), pre-retirement (50-64) and 

seniors (65 and over). 

The age structure of Delhi Charter Township indicates that the greatest immediate need is for 

recreation facilities that serve families and middle-aged adults. This would include neighborhood 

and miniature parks to service a wide range of youth-related activities. Young children need 

programming that off ers a wide range of activities and events. Children learn the fundamentals 

of sports through organized baseball, soft ball, basketball and soccer leagues. Day camps bring 

children together to create arts and craft s, swim, and learn about nature.

Those in the ‘emerging workplace’ and ‘middle age’  groups are more likely to need family-related 

programming. Organized soft ball leagues are popular in many communities. This group may also 

desire access to other forms of recreation such as golf, hockey and basketball. In the future, demand 

for recreation facilities for senior citizens will increase, due to the retirement of the “baby boomer” 

generation, and translate into a need for more passive park areas. Bicycle and walking paths and 

pickleball provide an excellent opportunity for an entire family to participate in a recreational 

activity. Providing greater accessibility to park facilities for senior citizens may include providing 

parking and drop off  areas closer to fi elds, wayfi nding, large lett ering on signage, and more seating 

and shaded areas.

Race Demographics 

Delhi Charter Township strives to be an inclusive community, inviting to people of all race, ethnicity 

and background. The City has seen a large increase in minority populations in recent years. From 

2010 to 2020, the Asian population increased by 192%, the African American population increased 

by 154%, and the Hispanic population increased by 72%. Delhi Charter Township strives to recognize 

the cultural diversity of its citizens to make all feel welcome within the City.



| 10Delhi Charter Township Parks and Recreation 5-Year 
Master Plan, 2025-2029

2-Community Description

Chart of Population by Race/Ethnicity

Race/Ethnicity Census 
2010

Percent of 
Population Census 2020 Percent of 

Population
Percentage 

Point Change
White 21,568 83.35% 22,472 81.10% -2.25%
African American/
Black 1,350 5.22% 2,197 7.93% 2.71%

Asian 753 2.91% 978 3.53% 0.62%
Multi-Racial 630 2.43% 2,331 8.41% 5.98%
Other 350 1.35% 512 1.85% 0.50%
Hispanic 804 3.11% 1,790 6.46% 3.35%
Total 25,877 100% 27,710 100%
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Department Organization
The Parks and Recreation Department performs the care and management of the township’s parks, 

provides comprehensive recreation programs to residents of Delhi Charter Township and the Holt 

Public School District, and gives assistance to community outreach programs for community 

events and programs. The administrative structure of the Parks and Recreation Department is 

demonstrated in the fl ow chart below.

Objective of this Department
To provide public recreational opportunities, with the assurance of equitable access to residents 

in a cooperative eff ort between the Delhi Township Park Commission, Delhi Township Board of 

Trustees, and the Holt Public School District.

Director of Parks & Recreation

Recreation 
Coordinator

7 Full Time Park Main-
tenance/Groundskeeper 

Budget in 101

Volunteer 
Coaches in 

Recreation Dept. 
774

Part-Time Workers 
Budget in Recreation 

Dept. 774

Seasonal Workers 
Budget in Building 

& Grounds. 101

Public

Township Board

Parks & Recreation 
Commission 

(elected advisors)

Building & Grounds 
Director
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Activities of this Department
To provide a comprehensive recreation program to the residents of Delhi Township and the Holt 

Public School District consisting of the following programs.

• Youth and Adult Athletic Programs, Events and Leagues

• Family Enrichment Events and Programming

• Community-wide Special Events

• Senior Focused Events and Programming

• Health and Fitness Programming

• Community Outreach and Support

• Local Jr Rams administrative and facility Support

• Local Civic Engagement Clubs Event Support

Delhi Township Park Commission
The Delhi Township Park Commission received authorization to act as the Township Recreation 

Board and exercise such powers as set under Public Act 1931, No. 271. The Park Commission is 

made up of seven elected commissioners. 

Park Commissioners

Dennis Fulk, Chairperson   Stephanie Day

Steve Warfi eld, Vice Chairperson Ray King

Paul Dykema, Secretary   Kevin Leonard

Phil Knapman    Victoria Bondy

   

The Park Commission holds open meetings once a month. The Park Commission is a policy-

sett ing body that the Parks and Recreation Director reports to directly. The Parks and Recreation 

Department receives the majority of its direction from the Park Commission through the Director 

att ending Park Commission meetings. According to Delhi Charter Township Ordinance No. 55.4 

the commission “shall have full power and authority over all township parks and recreation areas 

and shall have the power to establish reasonable rules and regulations for the conduct of the 

public for the use of said parks and for the granting of permits for the use of facilities therein”. 

The Parks and Recreation Department generally makes suggestions for recreation programming 
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and submits them for approval to the Park Commission. The Parks and Recreation Department is 

in charge of all operations and maintenance of the park facilities.

Park Funding
The Parks and Recreation Department develops a budget and submits it to the Park Commission 

for their review and approval. The Township Board has fi nal approval. Included in this budget are 

fees and charges for recreation programs and park facilities. 

Parks, Trails & Recreation Expenditure Summary

Source Delhi Charter Township

Name FY2022 Actual FY2023 
Projected

FY2024 
Budgeted

FY2025  
Forecasted

FY2026 
Forecasted

Park 
Administration $349,476.97 $351,719.66 $391,739.48 $384,140.57 $396,791.16

Parks Capital 
Improvements $720,944.68 $1,638,844.16 $430,666.66 $451,666.66 $326,666.67

Recreation $72,968.29 $58,041.50 $99,500.00 $99,500.00 $99,500.00

Local Policies And Procedures

Delhi Charter Township Ordinance No. 55.4, “Park and Recreational Area and Designated Public 

Land Area Ordinance”, addresses defi nitions, Park Commission powers, personal conduct, 

swimming, pets, hours, enforcement, etc. A complete copy of the ordinance is in the appendix.

Based on a community feedback survey completed by Byrum and Fisk in 2018, aft er receiving 

positive responses, a millage was proposed. 

In 2018, voters approved a 1.0 millage for the Township’s parks, trails, and recreation facilities. 

The four-year millage will provide funds for restoring, operating, maintaining, acquiring, 

constructing, and equipping parks, trails, and recreation facilities. 
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Financial Resources

Parks and Recreation is important to Delhi Charter Township. Out of the total General Fund, 

15% goes to Parks & Recreation Support. The next highest dollar amount goes to Community 

Development. This indicates that the community and the township government place a great value 

on the recreational opportunities that are available as well as potential opportunities that add to 

the quality of life in Delhi Township. Below is the Parks, Trails, and Recreation Fund Budget for 

the Delhi Township Parks and Recreation Department.

The fund was started in 2019.   

Parks, Trails & Recreation Fund Summary

Source Delhi Charter Township

Name FY2022 
Actual

FY2022 
Budget

FY2023 
Projected

FY2024 
Projected

FY2025  
Forecasted

FY2026 
Forecasted

Beginning 
Fund Balance

$10,954.99 $3,709.37 $3,709.37 $3,709.37 N/A N/A

Revenues

Taxes $859,276.11 $914,900.00 $917,085.41 $844,398.00 $861,212.00 $861,212.00

Other 
Revenue

$66,139.45 $58,000.00 $68,722.89 $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $5,000.00

Grants & 
Revenue 
Sharing

$31,644.74 $367,000.00 $14,821.20 $14,821.20 $14,821.20 $14,821.20

Charges for 
Service

$66,773.00 $48,400.00 $52,308.00 $48,400.00 $48,400.00 $48,400.00

Sale of Fixed 
Assets

$11,045.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Transfers In $101,266.02 $727,960.00 $995,667.82 $5,577.57 $5,874.03 $0.00

Total 
Revenues

$1,136,144.32 $2,116,260.00 $2,048,605.32 $918,196.77 $935,307.23 $929,433.20

Salaries $513,778.46 $527,610.00 $509,540.00 $195,565.13 $201,553.81 $207,752.09

Benefi ts $182,608.03 $191,750.00 $191,750.00 $57,956.04 $60,165.78 $61,605.64
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Operating $425,991.70 $389,400.00 $328,315.32 $237,718.31 $221,920.98 $226,933.43

Capital Outlay $21,011.75 $767,500.00 $769,000.00 $430,666.66 $451,666.66 $326,666.67

Transfers Out $0.00 $240,000.00 $250,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Total 
Expenditures:

$1,143,389.94 $2,116,260.00 $2,048,605.32 $921,906.14 $935,307.23 $822,957.83

Total 
Revenues Less 
Expenditures:

-$7,245.62 $0.00 $0.00 -$3,709.37 $0.00 $106,475.37

Ending Fund 
Balance:

$3,709.37 $3,709.37 $3,709.37 $0.00 N/A $106,475.38

Relationship With Public Agencies
Holt Public Schools
Delhi Charter Township has a cooperative agreement with Holt Public Schools. This agreement 

states that the two organizations may use each other’s facilities at no cost. Under this agreement 

the township is responsible for adult and youth recreational team sports, clinics, and programs. 

Holt Public Schools are to provide all adult and student enrichment classes and aquatic programs. 

An article including the agreement is in the appendix.

Clubs & Organizations
The Parks and Recreation Department assists many clubs and organizations with community 

events and programs, including the following: 

• Holt Lions Club – Kids Day

• Sam Corey Senior Center Club

• Junior Rams Sport Club

• Kiwanis Club of Holt – Easter Egg Hunt

• American Legion/VFW – Memorial Day Ceremony

• Holt Hometown Festival Committ ee

• Holt Community Arts Council - Music in the Gardens; Moonlight Movies

• Friends of the Delhi Trails

• Holt Community Connect

• Holt-Delhi Historical Society
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Overview
Purpose
The recreation inventory is an essential item to the Delhi Charter Township Parks and Recreation 

Department. It allows the department to assess the quantity and types of facilities, identify their 

location, showcase the variety of programs and events off ered, identify where new facilities should 

be built and where ADA upgrades are needed, and identify opportunities for programs and events. 

The township continually updates the facilities inventory as renovations and additions occur, in 

order to keep the inventory current. 

Park Classifi cation
The National Recreation and Parks Association publishes guidelines for park classifi cation 

based on size and service area. These guidelines were used to classify the township parks. The 

classifi cation used in this report are as follows:
Classifi cation General Description Location Criteria Size Criteria

Mini-Park Used to address limited, isolated or unique 
recreational needs.

Less than a 1/4 mile 
distance in residential 
sett ing.

Between 2500 sq. ft . 
and one acre in size.

Neighborhood 
Park

Neighborhood park remains the basic unit of 
the park system and serves as the recreation and 
social focus of the neighborhood. Focus is on 
informal active and passive recreation.

¼ to ½-mile distance 
and uninterrupted by 
non-residential roads 
and other physical 
barriers.

5 acres is considered 
minimum size. 5 to 
10 acres is optimal.

School-Park Depending on circumstances, combining parks 
with school sites can fulfi ll the space requirements 
for other classes of parks, such as neighborhood, 
community, sports complex and special use.

Determined by location 
of school district 
property.

Variable – depends 
on function.

Community 
Park

Serves broader purpose than neighborhood park 
(see appendix for defi nition of “neighborhood 
park”). Focus is on meeting community-based 
recreation needs, as well as preserving unique 
landscapes and open spaces.

Determined by the 
quality and suitability 
of the site. Usually 
serves two or more 
neighborhoods and 1/2 
to 3 mile distance.

As needed to 
accommodate 
desired uses. Usually 
between 30 and 50 
acres.

Figure 4.1: Table - NRPA Recommended Classifi cation System for Local and Regional Recreation Open 

Space and Trails
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Recreation Facilities Map
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Accessibility Assessment
Complying with accessibility standards and planning for universal design are two extremely 

important eff orts that a municipality must undertake in an eff ort to protect the health, safety and 

welfare of its people. This is true not only for those disabled by birth or by accident, but also 

for the growing population of people entering old age who are fi nding normal tasks more and 

more challenging to do. Many able-bodied persons forget that disability is oft en an eventuality 

as one grows older. Therefore, Delhi Charter Township seeks to improve the accessibility of its 

environment not simply to comply with law, but to think more broadly and take steps towards 

developing a compassionate, inclusive, and accessible community, unencumbered by physical 

barriers. 

This plan rates the accessibility of existing park facilities, both the facilities themselves (as 

appropriate), and the access routes to them. This rating system is from the Michigan DNR 

guidelines for community parks and recreation plans. It is intended to establish a baseline so 

that accessibility needs can be assessed and incorporated into capital improvement projects. This 

evaluation is not comprehensive, and does not identify specifi c defi ciencies.

The following ranking system was applied to each park:

Accessibility Grade Defi nition
1 None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

2 Some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

3 Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.

4 The entire park meets accessibility guidelines.

5 The entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal 
design.

Figure 4.2: Accessibility Assessment Table
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Non-Motorized Transportation Plan
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Inventory Tool
Park Facilities Inventory
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Park 
Features

Centennial 
Farms 
Park

10.40 N 3 • •

East Holt 
Road 
Trailhead 
Park

5.51 SU 3 • • • • 3 2 2 •

Esker 
Landing 
Park

17.81 C 5 • • • 3 1 • 2 •
Kayak 
Launch

Hamilton 
Property 0.39 SU 3 Trail 

Entry

Holt and 
Aurelius 
Plaza

0.98 M 4 2
9/11 Me-
morial

Holt-Eifert 
Road 
Property

91.06 C 3 •

Holt 
Junior 
High Bike 
& Skate 
Park

0.38 SU 3 • • 6 •

Bike, 
skate-
board 
and 
in-line 
skate fa-
cilities.

Jaycee 
Park 2.29 N 3 • • 1

Wooded 
play-
ground

• = One Facility/Activity

Classifi cation: 

C = Community Park, M = Mini Park, N = Neighborhood Park, SU = Special Use, U = Undeveloped 

Park Land, T = Trailhead Park
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Park 
Features

John 
Taylor 
Memorial 
Park

13.70 C 1 • • • 5 2 • • •

Sledding 
hill
Gravel 
Parking

Kiwanis 
Park 13.80 C 3 2 • 6 8 • • • 6 •

Sam Corey 
Senior 
Center

0.94 SU 5 • 6 •
Kitchen, 
Meeting 
& Dining 
Rooms

Sycamore 
Creek 
Property

44.88 U 2 • •
Communi-
ty gardens

Valhalla 
Park 62.01 C 3 3 • 3 • • 2 • • • • 5 •

ADA play-
ground,
Mainte-
nance 
Garage, 
Lighted
Ball fi eld

Veteran’s 
Memorial 
Gardens

11.37 C 4 • • 4 • • 8 •

Veteran’s 
memorial

West Holt 
Road Trail 
Head

4.29 T 2 • • •
Gravel 
parking

• = One Facility/Activity

Classifi cation:

C = Community Park, M = Mini Park, N = Neighborhood Park, SU = Special Use, U = Undeveloped 

Park Land, T = Trailhead Park
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 Comparison to Recreation Standards

Delhi Charter Township land was classifi ed using the Recreation Park and Open Space Standards 

and Guidelines, published by the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA). The township 

owns 10.10 acres of park land per 1,000 people, meeting NRPA guidelines of 5.5 to 15.9 acres of 

land per 1,000 people. The majority of township owned parks are in the northeast area of the 

township near residential areas. Ingham County’s Burchfi eld Park is located in the southwest 

corner of the township, and there are also several parks City of Lansing parks located along the 

township’s northern border. 

Park Acreage Evaluation
The following table evaluates current park acreage in the township. Although NRPA provides 

recommendations for parks and facilities they recognize that every community is unique and 

many factors should be considered when evaluating defi ciencies and priorities. These additional 

factors can include age and income distribution, neighborhood structure, and recreation interests 

of your community, as well as the recreation interests of your community, as well as the recreation 

opportunities available in nearby communities.

Total 
Parks Total Acres

Total 
Acres w/ 

undeveloped 
property

Population Residents 
per Park

Acres/1000 
People

NRPA 
Median - - - 20,000 to 

40,000 2,062 11.20

Delhi 
Charter 

Township
13 234.54 279.81 27,710 2,131 8.47
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Delhi Charter Township’s total park land does not meets the recommended acreage. Although 

the Township is underneath the NRPA median, the higher than average amount of park facilities 

in surrounding municipalities and County owned parks helps make up that missing amount of 

park acres/1000 people.  Of the two undeveloped park properties, one, the Hamilton Property, 

could be developed into a mini or neighborhood park, though there are no plans to do so; the 

other, the Sycamore Creek Property, already contains a community garden, but is not developed 

or connected to the surrounding community. There are not currently plans to expand or develop 

these park lands or additional properties. 

The township owns 13 developed parks, including a Senior Center. The township maintains the 

non-motorized trails, provides mowing for school facilities and the Community Services Center, 

and helps maintain the downtown streetscapes. At the Sam Corey Senior Center, the township 

does not limit service to only township residents. The center services seniors in the Tri-County 

Area and provides food through a meal program with the Tri-County Offi  ce on Aging. Seniors may 

be members of the Sam Corey Senior Center Club with an annual membership fee.
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DNR Recreation Grant Inventory
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Project No. 26-01753                                                Project County:    Ingham Project Year: 2015
Project title: Kiwanis Park Restroom Building Renovations

Project Status: Grant Closed Grant Amount: 
$100,000.00

Scope Item
Restroom Building

Project Description: Kiwanis Park is a 14 acre community park located in the population center of Delhi 
Township with 8 tennis courts, a softball field, soccer field, pavilion, restroom and playground. The proposed 
development will replace an existing restroom facility that was built over 30 years ago with a new code 
compliant, accessible restroom building.  The project will also include improved ADA accessible sidewalks to 
the existing parking lot.
Project No. TF17-0015                                                Project County:    Ingham Project Year: 2017
Project title: Cedar Lake Trailhead

Project Status: Grant Closed Grant Amount: 
$300,000.00

Scope Item

Project Description: Development of a regional trailhead with a parking lot, a restroom building, an extension 
of the regional trail, non-motorized water craft launch to Cedar Lake, and a fishing deck.



30  |

Project No. 26-01870                                                Project County:    Ingham Project Year: 2021
Project title: Kiwanis Park Tennis Court Improvements

Project Status: PA Executed Grant Amount: 
$250,000.00

Scope Item
Pickelball Court

Tennis Court

Project Description: Development project to renovate eight existing tennis courts at Kiwanis Park. Six of the 
eight courts will be renovated. The northern two courts will be converted into six pickle ball courts by 
reconstructing and restriping the existing surface, as well as the installation of new nets, and fencing.

Total number of projects: 4

Total Amount of Grant Given $735,000.00

Project Description: Development of a regional trailhead with a parking lot, a restroom building, an extension 
of the regional trail, non-motorized water craft launch to Cedar Lake, and a fishing deck.
Project No. 26-01861                                                Project County:    Ingham Project Year: 2021
Project title: Valhalla Park Restroom Improvement

Project Status: PA Executed Grant Amount: 
$85,000.00

Scope Item
Access Pathway 6' wide or more

Bench(es)

Drinking Fountain(s)

Paved Parking Lot

Rain Garden with Native Plants

Restroom Building

Utilities

Project Description: Development project to replace the existing restroom facility with a new universally 
accessible restroom building. The new building will include an accessible water fountain, two single-occupant, 
universally accessible, non-gender specific, family rest rooms. The project will also include a 6’ wide 
universally accessible concrete walks, connecting the proposed restroom building to the existing walk 
connecting the parking lot and softball field. 
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Park Profi les

Centennial Farms Park
This 10 acre park is located on Aurelius Road and Garden Gate Drive. 

Centennial Farms Park is a neighborhood park, serving the Centennial 

Farms subdivision area, includes a playground, pathways, and open 

space. The master plan on the next page depicts changes that could 

come to the park and include amenities like a natural path, sports 

fi elds, a basketball court, parking, and much more.

Accessibility Assessment: 3

This neighborhood park includes a playground and concrete pathways. 

Adequate access is provided on the pathways and the playground. It is 

recommended that the rolled curb at Garden Gate Drive be modifi ed 

into a standard curb ramp.

Statistics

Type: Neighborhood

Size (acres): 10.40 acres

Service Area: Centennial Farms 
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East Holt Road Trail Head Park
East Holt Road Trail Head Park features open space and picnic 

areas and connects to the trail system. It provides the surrounding 

neighborhood with a place for passive recreation and serves as a trail 

head to the regional non-motorized trail network. This 5 acre park is 

the location of the former senior center. 

Accessibility Assessment: 3

This Park includes an asphalt path to picnic areas and adequate 

accessible parking.

Picnic tables and bike racks are located off  of the pavement, and are 

not ADA compliant.

Statistics

Type: Neighborhood Park

Size (acres): 5.51 acres
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Esker Landing Park
This park was recently constructed with the help of Delhi’s Downtown 

Development Authority and MDNR. The park provides a connection 

to the existing non-motorized system, has a new accessible bathroom 

facility, and provides ADA access to a kayak launch and fi shing area on 

the north end of Cedar Lake. The master plan on the next page depicts 

the expansion of a pedestrian bridge that would give access to a loop 

trail around the lake.

Accessibility Assessment: 5

This park was designed and constructed to be universally accessible.

Statistics

Type: Community

Size (acres): 17.81 acres

Service Area: Delhi Township
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Proposed Master Plan

Loop Trail 
around Lake

Ex. ADA accessible 
Kayak launch

Ex. ADA accessible 
Fishing Pier

Pedestrian Bridge

Ex. Pedestrian 
Bridge

Ex. ADA Ramp

Ex. Shared-Use Path connecting 
to Regional Trail Network

Ex. Picnic Shelter

Ex. Vault Toilet

Ex. Paved Parking Area

Ex. Drinking Fountain 
and Trash Receptables

Ex. Kayak 
Rental Station

Ex. Bike Rack, Bicycle 
Repair Station, and Bench

Ex. Bench and 
Trash Receptables

Cedar Lake

*Items labeled “Ex.” are existing ameneties
  All other amenities shown are proposed.

Elevated Fishing Pier

Esker Landing: Master Plan
DELHI CHARTER TOWNSHIP, MI

0 80 160 240’

Proposed Loop 
Trail around Lake

Cedar St.

Note: Proposed trail would 
require acquisition of private 
easements. 
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Hamilton Property
This small parcel is an undeveloped piece of land that 

provides open space for its surrounding neighborhood.

Accessibility Assessment: 1

There are no facilities at this park.

Statistics

Type: Undeveloped

Size (acres): 0.39 acres

Service Area: Local Residents

H
a

H
a

H
a

HHHHHH
amamamammm

iltiltiltiltiltiltltltonon 
oon 
on 
onn

St.
SSt.
StSt

yyyyyyyyyyyySycSycSSycSycSSycSycSyS amoamoamoamoaa re rere StSSt.StSt.StS

HamHamHamiltiltiltton on on
ProroProPProPPrPrPPP perperperee tytytyy



| 37

4-Recreation Inventory

| 37Delhi Charter Township Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2025-2029

Holt And Aurelius Plaza
The plaza at Holt Road and Aurelius Road includes three archways 

and was built to provide a space for a few art installations and a 9/11 

memorial. The plaza is also located  south of Veteran’s Memorial Park 

and is connected to the Holt Plaza shopping mall. 

Accessibility Assessment: 4

The plaza was built to current ADA standards.

Statistics

Type: Mini Park

Size (acres): 0.98 acres

Service Area: Delhi Township
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Holt-Eifert Road Property 
The Holt-Eifert Road Property was undeveloped park land until the 

Ram Trail was built, connecting Holt High School to the west with 

Jaycee Park to the east.

Accessibility Assessment: 3

The Ram Trail connects to this park. While there are no parking lots, 

users can access the site from other areas along the trail.

Statistics

Type: Community Park

Size (acres): 91.06 acres

Service Area: Delhi Township
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Existing Skate 
Park Location

Proposed Skate 
Park Location

Holt Junior High Bike and Skate Park
The Bike and Skate Park was built to provide area youth and adults with 

a designated place for freestyle skating and biking. The park is located 

at the southeast corner of the Junior High School parking lot. The 

16,500 square foot park is designed with 10 main areas, and is modular 

for alternative confi gurations, accommodating skateboards, in-line 

skates, and bikes. The park is visible to the school faculty, students, 

parents, Aurelius Road commuters, and sports fi eld spectators.

Accessibility Assessment: 3

The adjacent parking area serves as parking for the park, school, and 

athletic fi elds. It has many parking spaces marked as accessible which are 

wide enough to be considered universally accessible spaces. However, 

these spaces do not have the required 

access aisles. It is recommended that 

the spaces be remarked properly 

for both van accessible and general 

accessible spaces. All other items were 

in compliance with ADA guidelines.

Statistics

Type: Special Use

Size (acres): 16,500 square feet (0.38 

acres)

Service Area: Delhi Township
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Holt Junior High Bike and Skate Park (continued)

Skate Park

Delhi Township currently leases the square footage that houses the Bike and Skate Park from 

the Holt Public School District.  As part of the 2020 HPS Bond, the Township will be required to 

move the Bike and Skate Park from its current location to make room for a new school educational 

facility starting in 2025.

The Township has decided to provide a new concrete base and relocate salvageable Bike and 

Skate park equipment to Kiwanis Park, which is immediately east (850’) of the school property 

from where the existing Bike and Skate Park currently sits. This relocation eff ort is meant to be 

a temporary solution and is expected to be completed in 2025-2026 which will allow skate board 

activities to continue in the same manner and vicinity.

Following the relocation project, the Township intends to host a planning process to modernize 

the Bike and Skate Park, including a new layout with modern components, and amenities. The 

suggestions expressed by the public at the December 11, 2024 Delhi Township Parks Commission 

public meeting will be taken into  consideration, as part of the proposed planning eff ort. This re-

envisioning project anticipates using a combination of public funds (general fund/grants) and 

private fundraising.
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Jaycee Park
Jaycee Park provides the surrounding neighborhood with a place to 

enjoy nature. It also serves as a local trailhead connecting to the Ram 

Trail. The entire area is wooded and features a playground and picnic 

area.

Accessibility Assessment: 3

While the park provides a connection to the Ram Trail, there is not 

access to the playground equipment. There are no accessible parking 

spaces. 

Statistics

Type: Neighborhood

Size (acres): 2.29 acres

Service Area: 1/2 Mile
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John Taylor Memorial Park
This park, previously known as Dead Man’s Hill, is named aft er a 

lynching victim once believed to be buried on the grounds. The park 

serves as a memorial, in addition to providing the township with 

scenic vistas and picnic areas. The entrance to this 13 acre park is 

on Cedar Street, south of Holt Road. The drastic topography of this 

site is atypical of the township as a whole, and provides one of the 

best sledding hills in the area. The master plan on page 44 depicts 

the addition of an accessible pathway, a disc golf course, an updated 

playground, a picnic shelter and more.

Accessibility Assessment: 1 

There are no accessible routes to 

the pavilion or playground at this 

community park, and the gravel lot 

has no accessible parking spaces.

Statistics

Type: Community

Size (acres): 13.70 acres

Service Area: Delhi Charter 

Township
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John Taylor Historic Marker Narrative 

Below is the text that is showcased on the front and back of the historic marker below. The historic 

marker is located in John Taylor Memorial Park and details the renaming and the history of the 

park.

John Taylor Park historic marker plaque.
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Proposed Master Plan
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Kiwanis Park
This 13 acre park, located on Maple Street south of Sycamore Street, 

is devoted primarily to active recreation. The park features six tennis 

courts, six new pickleball courts that were converted tennis courts, 

a soft ball fi eld, and a soccer fi eld. The park also provides an updated 

composite playground and picnic area. The picnic area has a pavilion 

to serve large groups, and is available for rentals.

Restrooms, electricity, running water, and parking are also provided. 

Kiwanis Park’s recent renovations to the tennis and pickleball complex 

were named aft er Mark Jenks, the former Parks and Recreation Director 

who retired in 2022.

Accessibility Assessment: 3

Access is provided to the new 

restroom, existing pavilion, 

pickleball courts, tennis courts  and 

the new playground.

Statistics

Type: Community

Size (acres): 13.80 acres

Service Area: Delhi Charter Township
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Sam Corey Senior Center
Designed for activities and fellowship, Holt’s beautiful Sam Corey 

Senior Center was also built to be environmental conscience--the fi rst 

LEED-certifi ed (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) 

building constructed for Delhi Township. A geothermal heating/

cooling system and a “live” roof are just a couple examples of what 

makes this a “green” building.

Accessibility Assessment: 5

The senior center was built to current ADA standards.

Statistics

Type: Special Use

Size (acres): 0.94 acres

Service Area: Delhi Charter 

Township
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Sycamore Creek Property
The Sycamore Creek Property is a 44 acre piece of land that is mostly 

undeveloped natural area. The property features a short segment 

of the Sycamore Trail which connects the Lansing River Trail to the 

Delhi Non-Motorized Trail. It also features a community garden on the 

eastern side of the property.

Accessibility Assessment: 3

The Sycamore Trail meets ADA guidelines. The remainder of the 

property has no facilities.

Statistics

Type: Undeveloped

Size (acres): 44.88 acres

Service Area: Users of the Sycamore 
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Valhalla Park
This site at the corner of Keller and Pine Tree Roads is the township’s 

most highly developed park. A swimming beach is the focal point of 

the park, with adjacent bathrooms and changing rooms. Near the 

beach is a large, partially wooded picnic area and universally accessible 

playground. Other facilities include three soft ball diamonds, a nature 

trail, and fi shing areas on both the lake and the pond. Three large picnic 

pavilions are also available to rent. The master plan on page 51 depicts  

the addition of an  accessible loop trail around the lake, a shelter on 

the east side of the lake, a renovation of two shelters on the west side 

of the lake, a boardwalk, two ballfi elds and a vaulted toilet facility on 

the east side of the lake.

Accessibility Assessment: 3

(see next page)

Statistics

Type: Community

Size (acres): 62.01 acres

Service Area: Delhi Charter 

Township
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Valhalla Park
Accessibility Assessment: 3

West-Side:

This community park can now be accessed by a non-motorized trail that runs from Holt Road, 

through the park and out to Willoughby Road. It meets ADA standards and was built according to 

the Michigan Building Code (MBC). The restroom/pavilion building was constructed in 2012 and 

meets ADA requirements. The north parking lot has marked accessible parking at the north and 

south ends near the north and south pavilions, but has no accessible routes to the pavilions, ball 

fi elds, or the non-motorized trail. Accessible routes should be added to these facilities.

East-Side:

There is not an accessible route to the baseball fi eld on the east side of the park. It is recommended 

that an accessible route be provided to the fi eld. The toilet building on the east side of the park 

may have complied with the Michigan Building Code prior to the ADA Rules being developed. The 

township has received a Land and Water Conservation Fund grant that will go towards the removal 

of the existing restroom and the construction of a new pre-fabricated restroom building that will 

comply with the current ADA requirements. The new building is scheduled to be shipped and 

installed in 2025.  
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Proposed Master Plan
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Veteran’s Memorial Gardens
This passive landscape garden consists of 11.37 acres and features 

a Veteran’s Memorial as the centerpiece. Other prominent 

features include a prominent landscape feature that repurposed a 

decommissioned fountain and an amphitheater. Veteran’s Memorial 

Gardens has beautiful plantings, pergolas and vine covered trellises. 

Parking is available at the Delhi Township Community Services Center 

that includes electric charging stations. There are two pedestrian 

entrances to the park: one behind the Delhi Township Community 

Services Center, and one on Cedar Street. On December 11, 2024 at 

the Delhi Township Park & Recreation Commission Meeting the board 

indicated that they wanted a water feature to be included in Veteran’s 

Memorial  Park. They felt that the 

water feature was very important and 

provided a statement to that eff ect in 

their resolution supporting the Five-

Year Plan.

Accessibility Assessment: 3

(see next page)

Statistics

Type: Community

Size (acres): 11.37 acres

Service Area: Delhi Charter Township
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Veteran’s Memorial Gardens
Accessibility Assessment: 3

The park shares a parking lot with the Delhi Township Community Services Center . The parking 

spaces for this area were added in 2009 by remarking the resurfaced lot. The access aisles do not 

lead directly to the walk, but require patrons to go back into the parking lot traffi  c aisle in order to 

access the restrooms.

The restroom/pavilion building was completed in 2006. As installed there are a few items that are 

not in compliance with ADA requirements.

• The lavatory faucets should be changed so a person does not have to twist or pinch to control 

the water.

• Mirrors: The bott om of the refl ective surface should be at 40”, and need to be moved down 

approximately 1”. 

• Diaper Changing Stations: The changing stations in the accessible stall for both rooms have 

inadequate maneuvering area when down, and would be diffi  cult for a disabled person to use. 

They should be reinstalled in the general area of the Toilet room.

• Drinking Fountains: Current Accessibility Rules in the Building Code require both a high  

(38”-43”) and low (36”) high fountain spout height. Protruding objects greater  than 4” from 

the wall should be installed in a recess, and this drinking fountain protrudes more than 4” into 

the walk path.
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Proposed Master Plan
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West Holt Road Trail Head
This property on the north side of Holt Road, just west of Eifert Road, 

was purchased in 2014. The site contains a gravel parking area, and 

provides access to the Ram Trail. Branded signage and seating is 

provided adjacent to the parking area.

Accessibility Assessment: 2

The gravel parking lot provides access to the Ram Trail, however, there 

are no ADA spaces, and the benches on the property are not accessible.

Statistics

Type: Trailhead Park

Size (acres): 2 acres

Service Area: Delhi Township
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Programming Inventory
Delhi Charter Township Parks and Recreation off ers programs throughout the year for all ages. 

The majority of enrollment numbers have been consistent over the past several years. There has 

been a decrease in Adult Soft ball and Youth Competitive Soft ball and Baseball. See the Recreation 

Program and Park Services Comparison Chart for a breakdown of enrollment from the past fi ve 

years. The following programs and events are run by the Parks and Recreation Department.

Adult 

• Soft ball Summer league

• Soft ball Fall League

• Cornhole 

Youth

• Floor Hockey

• Volleyball

• Basketball

• T-ball

• Soft ball 

• Baseball

• Football

• Flag Football

• Soccer

• Cornhole

• Kickball

• Wrestling

• Swimming

• Pickleball

Special Events

• Aquafi na Pitch, Hit and Run Competition

• Soft ball Camp

• Kids Day

• Easter Egg Hunt

• Summer Concerts

• Outdoor Movies

• Lighting of the Tree

Senior Citizens

• Weekly Lunch program

• Exercise Classes

• Music Jam Session

• Bridge

• Potluck Luncheon

• Bingo

• Cards/ Games

• Quilting, knitt ing, craft s

• Movies

• Monthly Nurse Visits 

• Book Discussion Group

• Wii Bowling

• Coff ee Social Hour

• Computer Lessons

• Yoga

• Cribbage
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Recreation Performance Indicators

Youth and Adult Athletic Programs, Events and Leagues

Total Participants:  3,214 (11.5% increase over 2022/2023)

Total Teams:   241

Total Volunteers:  516

Highlights:

With the opening of the pickleball courts, the largest growth in the Township’s athletic 

programming eff orts centered around pickleball as that sport att racted young and old alike. The 

new kickball program was off ered as a free opportunity aft er the traditional bat and ball sport 

season and featured more than 80 kids. Despite the growth in Jr. rams competitive sports programs, 

traditional recreational sport league continue to see an increase in participation.

Family/Enrichment Events and Programming

Total Participants:  894

Programs Off ered: 

 Adaptive Bowling     Blue Cross Winter Warm Up

 Collaborative Chess (new)   Nerf Wars

 Family Board Game Night (new)   Painting Party for Kids (new)

 Family Jigsaw Competition (new)  Parent/Child Cornhole

 Game Night for Adults (new)   Yoga in the Park/Seniors

 Gingerbread House Workshop (new)  Youth Fishing Derby

 Mystery Who-dun-it Workshop  (new)  Zumba at Sam Corey

Highlights:

Eff orts in off ering more enrichment programming for youth and families resulted in a major 

increase in participation numbers during 2024. This trend is likely to continue in 2025.
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Community Special Events

Total Participants:  5,520

Programs Off ered: 

 Moonlight Movies     Kids Day at Valhalla (new)

 Music in the Gardens    Easter Egg Hunt

 Halloween in the Gardens    Holiday Tree Lighting

  

Highlights:

The department managed the Music in the Gardens Series en lieu of the Arts Council in 2024 and 

saw an average concert att endance near 400 people. Holiday focused events continue to see the 

greatest att endance. 

Senior Focused Events and Programming

Total Participants:  6,750

Programs Off ered: 

 Book Clubs      Pancakes and Pajamas

 Card Games (euchre, bridge, etc.)  Quilting and Needlework

 Daily Chair Exercise    Senior Picnic

 Health Workshops     Senior Trips

 Hobby and Craft s     Table Tennis/Cornhole

 Holiday Special Events    Weekly TCOA Congregate Meal

 Lifelong Learning Series

  

Highlights:

Now four years removed from the Covid 19 pandemic, participation numbers at the senior center 

continue to increase. 2024 program eff orts focused on Health and Wellness and lifelong Learning 

initiatives.



58  |

4-Recreation Inventory

58  |

Regional Non-Township Owned Recreational 
Opportunities 
Holt Public Schools
Under a cooperative agreement with Delhi Township, Holt Public Schools provides enrichment 

and aquatic activities. The Community Education Offi  ce runs these programs. A few of the classes 

they off er are computer, health & safety, swimming, and dance.

Regional Parks and Recreational Facilities
Sleepy Hollow State Park, State of Michigan

Sleepy Hollow State Park is located in Clinton County on Price Road off  of US-127, near St. Johns 

and Laingsburg. The park is operated by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR), 

and contains over 2600 acres, as well as Lake Ovid, a 410 acre man-made lake.

The Park has a modern campground with 181 sites and restroom accommodations. Also available 

is a rustic youth organization site for youth groups, scouts and church and school group use. The 

camp sites are within a short walk to the park’s beach area. Day use facilities at the park include a ½ 

mile beach with beach house and concessions, shelters and picnicking, play equipment, restroom 

facilities, ball fi elds, trails for hiking and mountain biking, groomed cross-country ski trails, and 

activities such as snowmobiling, hunting and trapping (during appropriate seasons) and year 

round bird watching.

Sleepy Hollow is also the site of the annual Indian Pow-Wow, hosted by the Lansing North American 

Center.

Rose Lake Wildlife Research Area, State of Michigan

Rose Lake Wildlife Research Area is located in Bath and Woodhull Townships off  of Upton and 

Stoll Roads. The park is operated by the Michigan DNR containing Rose Lake, Pott er Lake and a 

portion of Mud Lake.

Existing facilities provide opportunities to study wildlife habitats, and activities such as hunting, 

snowmobiling, cross-country skiing and trails for hiking and mountain biking. Most of the 
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facilities provide limited access. Parking and roadways are around the perimeter with facilities 

located in the middle.

Burchfi eld Park and Riverbend Natural Area, Ingham County

Burchfi eld Park contains the Riverbend Natural Area within it, making Burchfi eld Park the county’s 

largest park. The park contains over 540 acres and is located along the central western edge of the 

county, south of Lansing between Dimondale and Holt, along the Grand River. The land is mostly 

wooded with some grass areas. The park also contains the McNamara Canoe Landing, which is 

state owned land that Ingham County has a long-term operating agreement for.

Existing features include: more that 6 miles of hiking trails, over 10 miles of mountain bike trails, 

a soft ball diamond, bank and boat fi shing, a beach with swimming on a natural spring fed pond, 

canoe, kayak and pedal boat rentals, horseshoe pits, nature day camp, picnic grounds & shelters, 

playgrounds, volleyball courts, a stocked fi shing pond, 6.9 miles of cross-country ski trails with 

rentals and lessons, ice skating, two sledding hills, dual 700 foot toboggan runs and a warming 

lodge & snack bar.

Hawk Island Park, Ingham County

Hawk Island Park is Ingham County’s most recent development. The park is located in the city 

limits of Lansing, north of Cavanaugh Road between Aurelius and Pennsylvania. The north end of 

this park connects to Scott  Woods, a City of Lansing Park.

The park was built on the former Solomon Gravel Pits, reaching completion in 2001. Facilities at 

the park include a 35 acre lake, beach, bath hours, boat rental, fi shing with the lake stocked, picnic 

grounds and shelters, playgrounds, volleyball courts, ball diamonds, paved trails, a winter sports 

rental area and cross-country skiing extending through park and cooperatively with the city into 

Scott  Woods Park and Sycamore Golf Course. There are walkways on Cavanaugh Road leading to 

the park.

In 2003 and 2004 the city was awarded DNR and MDOT grant funding to extend the River Trail 

South from Pott er Park to Hawk Island. This connection was completed in 2007.



60  |

4-Recreation Inventory

60  |

Kenneth A. Hope Sports Complex, Ingham County

The Kenneth A. Hope Sports Complex is a premier sports complex in the tri-county area. The 

complex consists of six state-of-the-art fi elds that have earned World Cup ratings. The complex 

offi  cially opened September 9, 2000. Located at 5801 Aurelius Road, between Jolly and Miller Roads 

in Lansing the complex is utilized for youth recreational soccer, adult leagues and tournaments.

Lake Lansing Park - South, Ingham County

Lake Lansing Park – South contains 30 acres and is located at the northeast corner of Lake Lansing 

and Marsh Roads in Meridian Township. The park is formerly the site of a popular amusement 

park. The old carousel building was preserved and remains on location. The park is very popular 

during the warm months because of its sandy swimming beach. Overcrowding is typical during 

warm weekends with swimmers and boaters. Currently, the County Parks Department owns and 

leases out the house at the southwest end of the property. Access to the picnic shelter is paved and 

also handicap accessible.

Existing facilities include: a beach and bath house, horseshoe pits, pedal boat rental, picnic 

grounds and shelter, playgrounds and tricycle track, shuffl  eboard courts, snack bar, volleyball 

courts, and ice fi shing.

Lake Lansing Park – North, Ingham County

Lake Lansing Park – North consists of 410 acres of land and is operated by Ingham County Parks 

Department. It is located to the northeast of Lake Lansing in Meridian Township, with a majority of 

the park lying north of Lake Drive. Only a small boat launch links Lake Lansing Park – North with 

Lake Lansing. A good portion of the park is wooded upland consisting of mature oaks and maples. 

Much of the park is marshlands, consisting of pine plantations and transitional fi eld grasses.

Existing facilities include: soft ball diamonds, a boat launch, hiking trails and boardwalks, 

horseshoe pits, nature study area, picnic grounds and shelters, playgrounds, volleyball courts, 

cross-country skiing and rentals, ice fi shing and winter warming lodge.
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Pott er Park Zoo, Ingham County/City of Lansing

Pott er Park Zoo is owned by the city of Lansing and run by Ingham County. It is open year round 

for a fee except during winter hours. They have animals from around the world in outdoor exhibits 

such as the Barnyard and Wolf Woods, indoor facilities including the Bird and Reptile House and 

Feline/Primate House, and they have an indoor education center. It is located in Pott er Park at 

1301 S. Pennsylvania Avenue.

River Trail, City of Lansing

The River Trail is an asphalt and boardwalk trail that covers 11 miles through the city of Lansing. 

It runs from the MSU campus on the east, through the Sycamore  Creek Trail and Sycamore Trail to 

Delhi Township, as well as to the South Lansing Pathway. The River Trail also connects to Dietrich 

Park (almost to Delta Township) on the north and Grand River Park (almost to Delta Township) 

on the west.

East Lansing Soccer Complex, City of East Lansing

The East Lansing Soccer Complex includes 7 full-size fi elds and one smaller practice fi led that are 

available for use for soccer, fi eld hockey, lacrosse, football, Frisbee and kickball. It is located on 

3700 Coleman Road, just off  Chandler Road in East Lansing.

East Lansing Soft ball Complex, City of East Lansing

The East Lansing Soft ball Complex includes 4 lighted ball fi elds that support soft ball, baseball and 

kickball. It is located on 410 Abbott  Road in East Lansing.

East Lansing Aquatic Center, City of East Lansing

This facility is an outdoor aquatic center that is open to the public for a fee from June until 

September. It has water slides, diving boards, zero grade pool, splash pad and picnic pavilions that 

are available to rent. It is located at 6400 Abbot Road in East Lansing.
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Alliance Lake Soft ball Complex, City of Pott erville

Alliance Lake Soft ball Complex includes 4 lighted ball fi elds that support soft ball, baseball and 

kickball. The complex is located southwest of Lansing in Pott erville on 515 Alliance Drive.

Fitzgerald Park, Eaton County

Fitzgerald Park is a 78 acre park operated by the Eaton County Parks and Recreation Commission. 

It is located at 133 Fitzgerald Park Drive in Grand Ledge along the Grand River and is on top of 

ancient sedimentary rocks known as the “Ledges.” The park off ers picnicking, trails, a Nature 

Center, ball diamonds, volleyball, basketball, horseshoes, a playground, and disc golf, sledding, 

and skateboard park. The park also rents canoes and cross-country skis seasonally.

Naturalist services are off ered at the park, by the Eaton County Parks and Recreation Commission’s 

Park Naturalist, for civic groups, school groups, and any other organization. These services include 

presentations on ecology (i.e. trees, plants, wildlife, and natural history).

Lincoln Brick Park, Eaton County

Lincoln Brick Park is historically named aft er the decade of brick production that once took place 

on the site. The park is located just north of Grand Ledge on Tallman Road, one mile west of M-100 

off  State Road. The park consists of 90 acres and is positioned just across the river from Fitzgerald 

Park. The park is composed of a variety of habitats from woodlands and open meadows to over 

6,000 feet of scenic river frontage. The park provides pavilions and picnicking, a tot lot, nature 

trails, cross country skiing, fi shing, and archery range and diversifi ed wildlife. The park has 

proposed developments which would provide access across the Grand River to Fitzgerald Park.

Harris Nature Center, Meridian Township

Harris Nature Center is a recently developed nature center located at 3998 Van Att a Road and 
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is operated by the Meridian Township Parks and Recreation Department. The center consists 

of over 200 acres of land dedicated to promoting and interpreting the Red Cedar River and the 

surrounding ecosystems. The center provides programs and exhibits intended to assist in the 

learning process. Renovated buildings and facilities are used to complement hiking and nature 

observation opportunities. The nature center opened its doors in the summer of 1997.

Woldumar Nature Center, Nature Way Association

Woldumar Nature Center was established in 1966 when a land donation of 177 acres was made to 

the Nature Way Association; the governing body of Woldumar. It is located at 5539 Lansing Road, 

in Lansing, and currently maintains 188 acres of land. The Nature Way Association is a private, 

non-profi t educational organization, providing outdoor education to 1,500 school children 

annually. Over 40,000 guests visit during the same period. The nature center provides educational 

trail system through woodlands, fi elds, prairie, pine forests, orchards, and along the Grand River. 

There are over 5 miles of trails and at least 1 mile of river shoreline.

Fenner Nature Center, City of Lansing

Fenner Nature Center is an environmental education center encompassing 134 acres of publicly 

accessible green space. Now run by the non-profi t Fenner Conservancy, the property includes 

over four miles of trails, rolling glacial eskers, towering maple groves and so much more. Inside 

the visitor center are collections of live native reptiles and amphibians, as well as a viewing area to 

watch songbirds, deer, and wild turkeys.

Frances Park, City of Lansing

Stroll through the formal rose garden and woodland trail, or view the Grand River. There are 155 

varieties of roses in the garden, which is regularly recognized by the All-American Rose Selections 

organization for outstanding rose garden maintenance. Frances Park off ers three unique sites for 

outdoor weddings, with intimate and scenic locations.

Rotary Park, City of Lansing

Located on the river between the Lansing Center and Shiawassee Street bridge, the new Rotary 
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Park has already become a top destination for residents and visitors.

Unlike any other park in the region, Rotary Park features a new ADA kayak launch, a beach, a 

vibrant plaza with a large fi replace, a magical lighted forest, and a new venue for small concerts 

and events under the bridge.

Other Local Parks
City of Lansing Parks and Recreation Facilities in Delhi Township

The City of Lansing Parks and Recreation Department owns four sites in the north and northeast 

sections of Delhi Township. The four sites are Willoughby Park with 66 acres, M.S.H.D. Parcel C 

with 44 acres, M.S.H.D. Parcel D with 39 acres, M.S.H.D. Parcel F with 13 acres. These parcels are 

located near larger population concentrations in Delhi Township.

City of Mason

The nearby City of Mason also off ers a full-service parks and recreation department to its residents. 

Of special interest to residents of Delhi Township is Bond Park, a skate park that accommodates 

skaters of many skill levels and roller hockey rink.



| 65Delhi Charter Township Parks and Recreation 5-Year 
Master Plan, 2025-2029

5-The Planning 
Process



66  |

Plan Development Process
The consultants reviewed the previous 5-Year Community Parks and Recreation Plan (2020-2024), 

current demographics, current budgets and revenues, past planning eff orts, and perceived initial 

priorities.  The consultants also performed an initial orientation meeting with the Township Parks 

and Recreation Director, Mr. Troy Stowell, to establish initial study parameters and planning 

direction.  As part of the inventory gathering process, the Consultant team performed physical 

inventories by visiting each park facility in the Township’s system to determine current uses and 

conditions, and to complete an accessibility audit.  The Consultants also took photos of facilities 

for future reference.  

This information was then put through an analysis process, by comparing Delhi Charter Township’s 

current system and suggested priorities to national recreation standards in order to expose any 

recreational defi ciencies or strengths in the township.  The inventories were also analyzed against 

the most recent demographics, community description information, and evaluations of current 

township policies and programs to further refi ne the plan.  The above information, combined 

with information from a Parks Commission meeting, was synthesized into the proposed goals and 

objectives of this plan.  The goals and objectives were then further refi ned with the assignment 

of phasing and priority suggestions (actions), as well as estimates of probable cost (capital 

improvements schedule).  Subsequent refi nement of the plan was performed through various 

discussions with township offi  cials, public comment, and investigation of funding strategies and 

sources to eventually produce the fi nal Community Parks and Recreation Plan.  

Public Participation
Various methods were employed to ensure that the public played a vital role in the shaping of 

this document.  The Consultant conducted interviews with select individuals based upon their 

knowledge or related experience of the recreation and parks opportunities in the region and 

the township.  Troy Stowell, Director of the Parks and Recreation Department, met with various 

public organizations, including seniors at the senior center. The public also had a well-publicized 

opportunity to att end an input meeting at the township hall on Oct 9 @ 6 pm. The public was 

given a month to review the draft  plan prior to a public hearing at the Park Commission.  Meeting 

agendas, minutes, and public notices are in the appendix at the end of this document.
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Parks Commission Meeting
In an eff ort to obtain a bett er understanding of the needs and desires for the park system, as 

perceived by local representatives, a meeting of the Parks Commission was held on November 

13th, 2024 at 5:30 pm. Commissioners in att endance were:

• Paul Dykema

• Steve Warfi eld

• Phillip Knapman

• Dennis Fulk

• Ray King

• Kevin Leonard

• Sue Lierman

Topics that arose pertaining to the long-term vision of the Parks and Recreation system included:

Stakeholder Meetings
In order to respond to needs within the township, meetings were held with eight stakeholder 

groups as part of the public input process.  

Public Input
• A public input meeting was held on at the township hall on Oct 9 @ 6 pm  

• The draft  plan was put out to review on November 7th, 2024, online and at the township hall 

and library. 

• A fi nal public hearing to approve the plan was held at a Board meeting on January 21st, 2025.

The plan was adopted on (Insert Here).

Online Survey
An opinion survey was released online by the Township on August 8th, 2024 and the survey was 

closed on December 17th, 2024. The survey covered many topics and asked residents what parks 

they spend a majority of their time at. Some common answers were increasing the amount of 

pickleball courts, more connections from parks to neighborhoods, disc golf courses, and updated 

amenities that caters to residents of all ages.
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Overview
Aft er careful study of demographics, review of public comment and past studies, and comparison 

to national standards, the following goals and objectives were established for the Delhi Charter 

Township Community Parks and Recreation Plan. Many goals and objectives were identifi ed 

through the planning process.  They are numbered for ease of discussion, but the order is not 

refl ective of priority. 

Goals and Objectives
I. Provide an eff ective, responsible, and cooperative Parks and Recreation Department that 

seeks to benefi t the residents of the township.

A. Maintain and expand cooperative agreements and contracts that support the 

operations and maintenance of parks and recreation.

B. Develop and maintain partnerships/coalitions with community groups and cultural 

and educational institutions that enhance the parks and recreation system.

C. Maintain a budget that is suffi  ciently funded and appropriately allocated.

Rationale:
The cooperative agreement between the parks department and Holt Public Schools 
has been successful for the school district, township, and residents. The sharing of 
resources has eliminated duplication of facilities, saving thousands of dollars. They 
intend to continue this relationship into the future.

The contract with the Ingham County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce has proven to be eff ective in 
providing security and order to the park system. The work has improved the social 
environment of the parks system, making the parks experience safer, more pleasant, 
and more accessible than it had been previously.
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II. Provide quality facilities that meet the recreational needs of Township residents.

A. Update, renovate and maintain existing parks, trails, and other recreational facilities.

B. Expand or develop existing parks, trails, and other recreation facilities to accommodate 

recreation opportunities and growing needs.

C. Identify uses for undeveloped and underdeveloped properties, utilizing community 

input through the master plan process, in order to develop new parks, trails and 

other recreation facilities.

Rationale:
Existing park facilities must be properly maintained throughout the life of the 
facility. Some facilities must be renovated when they have reached the end of their 
safe and eff ective life. Others must be replaced. These types of projects help to 
maintain a high level of quality at all of the existing park facilities.

III. Bring the township park facilities up to current accessibility  and safety standards.

A. Determine playground defi ciencies throughout the park system and bring equipment 

to current standards.

B. Perform a system-wide accessibility upgrade.

Rationale:

The CPSC Public Playground Safety Handbook underwent revisions in November 

2010, which was aft er the last system-wide safety audit was conducted. As standards 

change, it is important to re-evaluate the conditions of the facilities to ensure that 

all play equipment meets code. 
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IV. Promote the development of new programs with active sport facilities and passive leisure 

opportunities which are in high demand, or are innovative, or are unique or not presently 

by municipal or private sectors.

A. Identify new trends in recreation/leisure programming

B. Facilitate third party programs to provide recreation programming options in 

township parks and park facilities.

C. Monitor service and participation levels of existing programs to inform future 

planning eff orts.

Rationale: 
By sharing facilities and other resources and coordinating programming services 
with other entities, the parks staff  can support a wider variety of programs for 
residents than otherwise possible.

V. Develop a master plan for the Eifert Road Property that effi  ciently utilizes the space and 

provides a useful amenity to the community.

A. Utilize the information of trends in the community that were identifi ed.

B. Gather the needs of the community through the master plan survey process.

C. Conduct community input events and reviews to insure proper utilization of the 

property.

Rationale: 
The current property contains the Rams Trail, but does not provide parking or any 
other amenities to the community. Aft er completing the full master plan process, 
the Township can understand what the community prefers and what they would 
like to see or not see happen with the Eifert Road Property.
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VI. Create a connected Community.

A. Promote recreational activities and opportunities for individuals, families, and 

seniors within the Township to recreate responsibility.

B. Encourage and facilitate the continued use of the Sam Corey building for a wider 

range of Township events, program and activities while continuing to prioritize 

senior citizen use of the facility.

C. Increase the quality of life for residents with emphasis on outdoor recreational 

opportunities. 

Rationale: 
By promoting recreational activities that involves multiple diff erent groups of 
people and ages, the Township will develop a greater sense of community and 
residents will feel a responsibility to take care and keep Township facilities safe 
and clean for all to use.
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Actions
The following action plan, or “Capital Improvement Plan” (CIP), was developed based on 

information gathered from public input, interviews, demographic data, land use trends, and 

eff orts of adjacent communities. The plan covers the next fi ve years (2020-2024). These projects 

may be funded through grant sources such as those provided through the Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources (MDNR) Land and Water Conservation Fund, Michigan Natural Resources Trust 

Fund, Recreation Passport Grants, Waterways Program Grants, Michigan Habitat Improvement 

Fund Program Grants, Invasive Species Grant Program, and Wildlife Habitat Grant Program. There 

are also grants available through private corporations, non-profi t organizations, foundations, and 

other state and federal agencies.

Many of the previous park projects have been built, leaving room to ask the question, “What’s next?”. 

It will be necessary to investigate the feasibility of any answers to this question, and to expand 

upon them through additional planning and design eff orts. The township needs to be prepared 

and organized in their planning eff orts to be ready to apply for grants and recruit donations for 

funding. Without these plans the township will not be able to keep up with recreational needs and 

trends that att ract people to live, work, and play in Delhi.

Capital Improvement Plan Schedule
Delhi Charter Township Community Parks & Recreation Plan

(2025 through 2029)
Target 

Year
Project 

Location Project Description
Estimated 
Total Cost

Revenue 
Source Goal

2025

2025

2025-
2026

2026-
2027

Kiwanis Park

John Taylor 
Memorial Park

Centennial 
Farms Park

Valhalla Park

Relocation of bike and skate park 
equipment to new concrete pad.

Parking, accessible trails and 
playground updates.

Parking, sports fi elds, playground 
addition, and natural trail.

Picnic shelter, boardwalk and fi shing 
decks.

$200,000

$750,000

$500,000

$575,000

Millage

Grants, 
millage

Grants, 
millage

Grants, 
millage

IIB

IIA

IIB

IVA

*** THIS DOCUMENT IS A LONG RANGE PLANNING DOCUMENT THAT WILL CONTINUE TO EVOLVE AND IS 
REVIEWED ON AN ANNUAL BASIS. ALL PROJECTS LISTED ARE SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDING 
THROUGH THE GRANT SOURCE AND THE GENERAL FUND AND THE APPROVAL OF THE PARK COMMISSION AND 
TOWNSHIP BOARD.

*** THE DEPARTMENT WILL CONTINUE TO SEEK OUT OTHER SOURCES FOR GRANTS IN ADDITION TO THOSE 
LISTED ABOVE.
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Progress Over The Past Five Years

Many projects from the last fi ve-year plan’s capital improvement schedule have made it through 

the process and have completed or are in the process of construction. The completed projects 

include Kiwanis Park tennis court renovations, and a southern expansion of the trail system 

towards Mason. Kiwanis park received funding from a mileage to construct updated tennis courts, 

pickleball courts, a practice wall, new fencing and a new playground. The township also received 

funding from a mileage and private donations to construct multi-modal pathways that run from 

Esker Landing Park south to the intersection of Cedar St. and College Rd. A few projects are also in 

the progress of being constructed or in the planning phase of construction. These projects include 

the Valhalla Park restroom improvements and master planning for John Taylor Park, Valhalla 

Park, Esker Landing, and Veteran’s Memorial Gardens.
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